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Abstract

The Russian—American relations are one of the most important topics of
international relations in today's world, given the two countries constituents,
and what its repercussions caused on the entire world and, of course,
including the Middle East. Among the topics of those relations is the political—-
economic competition between the two countries. Giving the fact that both
countries have their own strategies toward the Middle East, and then their
rivalry toward the Middle East would possibly mark the important
developments that are related to the present and the future of this region.

The subject of relations between the United States and Russia, in both
political and economical sides,raises scientific and practical importance. That
is because it discusses a subject that any province or region in the world
cannot be immune to it; giving what Russia and the United States possess of
strength and resources.

The subject of this thesis discussed the issue of economical and political
rivalry between the two countries: Russia and the United States, and
discussed specifically their rivalry in the Middle East. Such subject requires
dealing with several variables and issues including: the meaning of
competition, how it was between the two states, Russia and America, with
regard to the international economic and political relations, as well as the
importance of the Middle East for Russia and the US, and to their relations,
and finally, the importance and implications of rivalry between the two
countries in the Middle East.

The goal that this thesisseeks to achievewas represented by the analysis
of the Russian and American policies in the Middle East, since the breakup of
the Soviet Union. In addition, itdemonstrates the contents of the economical
and political competition in the two-state relations, and specifically in the
Middle East, as one of the important interactions in international relations,
including the international economic relations.

The importance of the study is as follows:



The subject of the study indicates the relations between the two
superpowers, with all international standards for strength, which are the United
States, the world's superpower, and the Russian Federation, the heir elder
capabilities of the Soviet Union and a major technological nuclear power in
the world. Not to mention other potential and most important economic
capacities and capabilities in the field of hydrocarbon, such as oil and natural
gas. Sincequite some time, the economy is associated with politics and
military aspects as influential aspects in international reality making, and in the
future making, which is another cause for the importance of the subject of this
study.

The last side of the reasons for the importance of this study is
relationship of this topic to the Middle East. The Middle East, featuring a
group of countries including the Levant, Egypt, Iran, Turkey, and (Israel),
which is one of the most important global areas in stirring interactions, as
being an area that still governed by unstable factors. Also the allowance of
major power statesinterventions, and the intervention of these forces would
allow the reformation of the dynamic of this region.

The study aims to achieve the following:

1- Analyze the Russian and American policies in the Middle East region
since the breakup of the Soviet Union

2— State the implications in competition of Russian—American relations,
as one of the important interactions in international relations, including
international economic relations.

3- lllustrateRussia’s political and economical trends to reduce the US
strategic leverages in the Middle East.

4- Shed the light on the political and economic prospects for the Middle
East region, and the study of economical and political potential dimensions for
the Russian—American competition, so thatthe Middle East can realize the
shift in the balance of world’s powers. And then, draw the logical policies to
deal with it.

5- Researcher will discuss through his study the possible future

scenarios for this relationship. The main focus will be on the possibilitiesto



what the Russian—American rivalry relation would settle on, or the continuity of
a trend towards other types of relations: conflict or cooperation.

This thesis address a research issue, which is: The Middle East is the
focus of several international relations, including the rivalry relations between
Russia and America, because of its importance. The Middle East relatively
affects the global economic forces because of its importance in the oil and
natural gas market. However, the importance of this region offset at the same
time its instability, which raises uncertain outputs state of competition that
dominates the US-Russian relations in this region. In other words, the state
of competition that dominates the Russian-US relations toward the Middle
East will end up with outputs dominated by uncertainty.

The thesis assumes the following:

The Middle East (independent variable) will bring to those who
overcomes the content of the rivalry relations; politically and economically; to
both Russia and the US a state of excellence in the international system
(dependent variable)

With the intention of addressing the subject of the research, we decided
to divide the thesis into three chapters, as follows:

In the first chapter, which highlighted the Middle East after the Cold War,
the Russian and American situation from economical and political perspectives
after the Cold War, and the geopolitical and economical fundamentals for the
Middle East has been examined.

While the second chapter dealt with the economical and political trends
of the Russian and American competition for the Middle East after the Cold
War. Here we have discussed: the Russian—Americaneconomical and political
rivalry relationships and its mechanisms in the Middle East.

Whereas Chapter Il illustrates the future prospects of the Russian -
American rivalry in the Middle East, and we have highlighted the importance
of economical and political variables in the future of US—Russian competitive
relations in the Middle East, and the obstacles and ballasts continuity of rivalry
between the two countries, and the possibilities to settle their relationship,

through the near future that extends to the year 2020.
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