Abstract

Environment protection represents one of the major issues of the
general international law, owing to the interest it captures from
the international community. As a result, environment as a
whole has occupied the interest of legal studies in an attempt to
make a global environmental system which ensures that there is
no depletion of environment and natural resources, also to
protect the health of man and other living beings.

Since the dawn of history, environment had interested the
concern of law men within the framework of legal rules that
govern a society and regulate its interrelationships.
Consequently, the legislations of environment protection
enacted by states varied from one legal system to another where
the potential threats and challenges compromising environment
have led to the enhancement of the role assumed by national and
international laws equally in confronting the problems of man's
environment and finding the proper solutions for them.

No doubt that the states' recognition of the interrelationship of
environment and man owned the credit of the establishment of
international law until it has become the practical thinking of the
United Nations in 1972 when the latter decided to establish the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as a system
whose concern is to protect international environment and which
has practiced a vital role at the technical and legal levels.
Moreover, the majority of the United Nations activities have not
overlooked mentioning the activities of this programme, starting
from the idea of monitoring and protecting environment at the
international level and what this protection requires as
professional efforts. Therefore, we have highlighted on the
concerned system with the issues of environment in the world in
an attempt to analyse its legal status and to state its work



procedures and the instructional principles and resolutions
issued by this system, which have been the first basic standard
in order to legislate the international environmental law since
1972. Since then, this system has been the start point for all the
states of the world to enact the concept of environment
protection with all its statutes and for the issuance of
environmental laws which ensure this protection, not to mention
its efforts in holding multi-lateral environmental conventions
and urging the nations to co-opt to them and providing the
technical and legal support for these conventions.

Furthermore, and in order to demonstrate the role of the UNEP
in protecting the international environment, we have divided this
research into three chapters preceded by an introduction. In the
first chapter we have approached the increase of international
interest in environment protection and the establishment of
UNEP and we have demonstrated in the second chapter the
contribution of UNEP in environment protection. In the third
chapter we have mentioned the ways of activating the role of the
programme in the protection of the international environment
and at the conclusion we have humbly inferred what we have
reached as conclusions and exposition of some
recommendations.
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CBD/ Convention Biological Diversity.

CITES/ Convention on international trade in endangered species.
CMS/ Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals.

COP/ Conference of the Parties.

DELC/ Division of Environmental Law & Conventions.

FAW/ food and agriculture organization.

GEF/ Global Environment Facility.

GEO/ Global Environmental Outlook.

GEMS/ Global Environmental Monitoring System.

GIS/ geographic information system.

TAEA/ International Atomic Energy Agency.

ILC/ International Law Commission.

ILO/ International Labour Organization.

OECD/Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.
PIC/ Pharmaceutical Inspection Convention.

POPS/ Persistent Organic Pollutants.

ROWA / Regional Office for West Asia .

UNCED / United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development.

UNEP / United Nations Environmental Programme.

UNESCO/ United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.

UNFCCC / United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change .

WCMC/ World Conservation Monitoring Centre.

WHO/ World Health Organization.

WMO/ World Meteorological Organization.
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